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The Mission of 
FBCWR: 

 

Connecting People to 
God’s Life-Changing 

Power 
 

We’ve Got  
Connections!  

 

 

For though I am free 
from all men,  

I have made myself a 
slave to all,  

so that I may win more. 

1 Corinthians 9:19 

 

Our Dress Code at FBCWR 

 

 Groucho Marx once said, “I would never 
join an organization that would have me as a 
member”. He was kidding, but he under-
scores the fact that organizations are often 
evaluated by the quality of their members. 
Yet how do we judge quality? The Lord actu-
ally has a lot to say about this. A huge test of 
the spiritual health of a church is how they 
respond to the poor or unattractive prospec-
tive members who walk through their doors.  

James 2:1-6 - My brethren, do not hold 
your faith in our glorious Lord Jesus Christ 
with an attitude of personal favoritism. For 
if a man comes into your assembly with a 
gold ring and dressed in fine clothes, and 
there also comes in a poor 
man in dirty clothes, and 
you pay special attention to 
the one who is wearing the 
fine clothes, and say, "You 
sit here in a good place," 
and you say to the poor 
man, "You stand over 
there, or sit down by my 
footstool," have you not 
made distinctions among yourselves, and 
become judges with evil motives? Listen, 
my beloved brethren: did not God choose 
the poor of this world to be rich in faith and 
heirs of the kingdom which He promised to 
those who love Him? But you have dishon-
ored the poor man. 
 

What Kind of Strategy Is That? 
 We might think, “I thought we were 
supposed to make the more attractive people 
more visible so that our church seems more 
attractive?” No, James goes on to say, “If 
you show partiality, you are committing 
sin and are convicted by the law as trans-
gressors” (James 2:9). How counter-cultural 
to our societies approach?  

 

 So many of us have been raised and pro-
grammed to think that “dressing up” shows 
respect for God. Could “giving Him our 
best” also alienate those who don’t have the 
funds to affirm their love in quite the same 
manner? This is not a hypothetical question 
for me – over the years of pastoring Fellow-
ship Bible Church, I have had more than one 
person tell me they have not been coming to 
church because they don’t have any nice 
clothes. So I think it’s great when a guest or 
regular comes in “just as they are” with 
shorts and flip flops popping as they walk. 
We should feel comfortable with this type of 
outfit because it might be their best. James’ 
de-emphasis on clothes is the reason we 

don’t enforce a dress code 
for our upfront speakers or 
musicians at our church on 
Sunday mornings. We don’t 
require suits, ties dresses or 
fancy clothes. The Lord is 
more interested in our atti-
tudes towards people than 
crisp threads. 
 

 

Jesus’ Approach 

 Hopefully you realize the ultimate point 
of this article is acceptance and not clothes. 
Jesus was a master at befriending and gath-
ering the outcast and overlooked to Himself. 
We should be like Him. Paul said his strat-
egy was “to become all things to all men, so 
that I may by all means save some” (1 Co-
rinthians 9:22). Let’s re-evaluate our ap-
proach to everything and remove all the hu-
man barriers to the smooth flow of the good 
news of Jesus Christ. The last thing we want 
is for clothes or anything else to get in the 
way of a person’s eternal destination.     

-Joe Fornear 

Sunday shoes? 


